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Greetings Friends, Neighbors and Constituents,

The 2020 session ended March 12, but the final days of this year’s legislative action, and the days 
since, have not been anything like what we would have imagined at the beginning of the 60-day 
session. 

With your help and input, we were able to pass some high-quality legislation and stop some bad 
bills. You can read more about many of these matters in this newsletter. 

There were also some major disappointments and challenges. 

From the very start, it became clear that the majority party did not seem concerned with listening 
to the people. Washingtonians spoke loud and clear, saying that they wanted $30 car tabs, some 
property-tax relief, an end to identity politics, no costly new programs and an agenda that would 
serve all of Washington. 

Much of the session ignored the will of the people. No real solutions were adopted on car-tab 
relief. Initiative 976 passed in the 4th District with just under 60% of the vote. It is currently tied 
up in court proceedings. 

Despite an early revenue forecast that predicted an increase of $1.5 billion since the two-year state 
budget was passed in April 2019, there was no real property- or small business-tax relief. 

Even in the final days of the session, the majority refused to listen to parents and grandparents 
who are adamantly opposed to the teaching of a graphic, inappropriate sexual-education program, 
mandated by the state, to kids as young as 5 years old. This approach was opposed by 58% of the 
people in a survey conducted by the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The budget was also a challenge. Despite some warnings that an emergency could be around the 
corner, the majority budget writers continued to spend far too much money. And then, of course, 
the proverbial “rainy day” has indeed come in the form of coronavirus and its devastating impact 
on our lives and economy.

Despite these challenges, I want you to know that many of us were fighting for you and your fam-
ily this session. We are listening to you. We are standing with you.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you want to discuss these or other issues related to state 
government. I appreciate all the input you can provide. Thanks for the words of encouragement, 
constructive disagreements and the prayers sent our way.

Sincerely,

Mike Padden
State Senator, 4th District 
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BUDGET UPDATE 
BIG INCREASE IN OPERATING BUDGET 
SHOWS LACK OF FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Not a single member of our caucus voted for the 2020 supplemental oper-
ating budget passed by the Legislature this year. We couldn’t support a 
budget that continues to take Washington’s economy for granted, spend-
ing at a rate that is not sustainable. 

The supplemental budget’s spending total is $975 million, and its 
growth for the biennium is at 20 percent. That’s not sustainable 
budgeting. The COVID-19 situation is showing how quickly our state 
economy can be threatened.

In addition to spending too much, the budget as passed saved too little. 
Reserves were about $2.8 billion, only about 5% of spending as a cushion. 
Just a few weeks after the session ended it had become clear that the eco-
nomic slowdown caused by COVID-19 would exhaust our reserves and put 
programs and services at risk. As a result, Gov. Inslee was forced to used 
his line-item veto authority to cut $235 million from the 2020 supplemen-
tal operating budget. The vetoes will reduce spending another $210 million 
in the state’s next two-year budget. There is still a real possibility that the 
Legislature could be called back into session this summer or sooner.

LOCAL PROJECTS FUNDED IN APPROVED 
CAPITAL BUDGET
 Unlike the operating 
budget, the updates 
to the state’s capital 
budget passed unani-
mously. The bipartisan 
spending plan includes 
nearly $30 million for 
construction projects, 
including park-res-
toration and shelter-
expansion services.

Projects in our district now in line for funding include: 

• $130,000 for the Sullivan Park Waterline in Spokane Valley. 
These funds will be used to construct a new, 1,950-foot, potable water 
main to serve the Spokane Valley’s 30-acre regional Sullivan Park. 
Once this project is completed, it will allow for the development of a 
park-wide trail system, RV camping facilities, a playground, restau-
rants, and improved river access. It’s the kind of investment that really 
benefits our local families and the community as a whole.

• $70,000 for restoration of the historic Opportunity Township 
Hall of the Spokane Valley Museum. The hall is one of the most 
significant historic buildings in Spokane Valley. The funds will be used to 
make needed repairs and replacements to windows, doors and the roof.   

• $500,000 for the Doris Morrison Environmental Learning 
Center in Greenacres.

The 4th District Capital budget was a team effort of Representatives Shea, 
McCaslin and myself.

Local projects like schools, community centers, and water infrastructure 
have a direct benefit to the quality of life in our communities. When we 
send our hard-earned tax dollars to Olympia, it is nice to get some of them 
back to fund the priorities of our local taxpayers.

TRANSPORTATION BUDGET RESTARTS 
LOCAL PROJECTS
When the people voted in November to support Initiative 976, lowering 
car tabs to $30, the governor reacted by putting a freeze on important 
transportation projects.

Thirteen of 90 projects on the governor’s “paused” list were slated for 
Eastern Washington, including construction on the long-awaited North 
Spokane Corridor, between Sprague Avenue and the Spokane River, the 
Barker-to-Harvard project and construction projects on the West Plain.

The governor blamed I-976, but the projects were funded with the gas-tax 
increase that was passed in 2015. They had very little to do with car-tab 
money. The “pause” increased the overall costs of the projects, plus caused 
3 months of construction work to be lost.

COVID-19 IMPACTS DELAY 
TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AGAIN
The 2020 supplemental transportation budget, as passed by the 
Legislature, totaled nearly $10.5 billion, with re-appropriations for delayed 
projects, including that additional cost caused by the delay. I was able to 
add a proviso that clarifies that it is the state’s responsibility for cost-over-
runs on the portion of the Barker-to-Harvard project within the Spokane 
Valley city limits.

The governor once again put the brakes on these important projects – this 
time due to coronavirus. The reduction in drivers due to the stay-at-home 
order means less gas-tax revenues, which fund transportation projects. 
Gov. Inslee also ordered the postponement of road projects, because DOT 
does not have the protective gear needed for its contractors.  So despite 
lawmakers best efforts, the delays go on.

0

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Avg Wage Growth – Non-King County

Avg Wage Growth – State

State Spending Growth

202120202019201820172016201520142013

State government spending has exploded, 
growing at twice rate of wages

40.2%

78.2%

27.9%

Supplemental building plan includes funds for 
Sullivan Park development



State SenatorState Senator  Mike PaddenMike Padden

LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES
LEGISLATURE APPROVES BILL TO 
COMPENSATE PARENTS OF CRIME VICTIMS
After passing the Legislature with unanimous support, our bill to allow 
a parent of a minor child who is the victim of a crime to receive benefits 
under the Crime Victims’ Compensation Program was signed by the 
governor.

This new law will help Washingtonians like Kasandra Turner, a constituent 
who testified on the bill when it was in committee. Two of her children 
were victims of sexual abuse. She faced several court appearances and both 
of her daughters ended up being diagnosed with PTSD, depression, and 
anxiety. One daughter was hospitalized, and both are now in costly therapy. 
The family ended up being financially devastated, as sick leave and vacation 
leave were quickly exhausted and medical bills stacked up.

This new law will provide parents like Kasandra with some relief when 
their lives and the lives of their children are thrown into upheaval by a 
criminal. It was nice to see a bill pass that is about showing support for 
crime victims and their families. 

GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL TO EASE BURDEN 
ON FOSTER PARENTS

The governor recently signed my bill making it easier for foster parents 
to retain their state licenses. The law created by Senate Bill 6500 
eliminates a requirement that all foster parents provide advance notice 
before they move to a new address. Those who do not have children 
placed in their care at the time of a move may notify authorities within 
90 days of a move. 

Robyn Nance of Spokane, a KXLY-TV anchor and a former foster parent, 
was instrumental in getting the bill passed. She was shocked to lose her 
license when she and her husband failed to provide the 30-day notice after 
moving to a new home. Nance said reapplying is a daunting task, involving 
background checks, health certifications and a mountain of paperwork. 

At a time when we have a shortage of foster parents in this state, and 
some foster children are being housed in hotels and motels, we shouldn’t 
be kicking parents out of the system because of paperwork issues. 
Thanks, Robin!

EASING THE REGULATORY BURDEN ON 
CHILDCARE PROVIDERS

One of the big successes of the legislative session is a new law that pro-
vides some regulatory relief for early-learning providers. I was happy to 
strongly support House Bill 2556, introduced by Rep. Tom Dent, which 
creates a community-based training pathway for licensed childcare 
providers to meet professional education requirements associated with 
childcare licensure.

The legislation also addresses parents’ need for affordable childcare, in 
part, by stipulating that training certification cannot exceed $250 per per-
son and requiring the Department of Children, Youth, and Families and the 
State Board of Community and Technical Colleges develop a plan to allow 
community-based training to qualify for college credit.
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HOUSE FAILS TO ACT ON 
IMPORTANT PUBLIC SAFETY 
MEASURES
In a short legislative session, it is expected that some good bills and 
ideas will fail to gain enough momentum to get across the line within the 
busy 60-day timeframe. That, however, does not excuse the utter failure 
of the House majority to move on these key public-safety bills introduced 
this year.

DUI BILL PASSES SENATE, BUT DIES IN THE 
HOUSE AGAIN
As we learned from testimony in our Senate Law and Justice Committee, 
someone with a prior DUI is 67 times more likely to be involved in a fatal 
crash than a comparable person who does not have a DUI conviction.

Senate Bill 5299 would 
have addressed this prob-
lem by allowing judges to 
look further back in these 
offenders’ criminal history 
to determine if they 
should be eligible for a 
felony-DUI offense.

On February 19, the 
Senate voted 45-3 to approve my bill. Unfortunately, the House of 
Representatives once again put up roadblocks to our bipartisan attempts 
to protect the public. We mustn’t give up. Lives are at stake. I will continue 
the fight again next session.

UPPING THE PENALTY FOR UNLAWFULLY 
DUMPING HUMAN REMAINS
The Senate voted 48-0 to pass my bill to increase the penalty for unlaw-
ful disposal of a human body or human body parts. Currently, someone 
who dismembers and destroys a human body to hide evidence of a crime 
is guilty of a misdemeanor – and it is treated no differently that throwing 
away a scrap of paper or a piece of clothing. Under Substitute Senate Bill 
6501, the penalty for the unlawful disposition of the body or body parts 
of a deceased person would be increased from a misdemeanor to an 
unranked class C felony. The House majority failed to act on this bill that is 
so important to the families of victims.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING BILL PASSES WITH 
NEAR-UNANIMOUS SUPPORT IN BOTH 
CHAMBERS, STILL DOESN’T BECOME LAW
One of my top priorities each year is combatting the sexual exploitation 
of children and vulnerable adults. This year, I worked with Representative 
Leavitt on a measure to have Washington hotels and motels conduct 

training on preventing human trafficking. Under Senate Bill 6356, hotels 
would provide annual training to their employees on identifying human-
trafficking situations, and post signage regarding human-trafficking 
awareness. 

The House legislation that started out identical to my proposal, House Bill 
2320, passed 95-1 in the House and, after some changes, passed 48-0 
in the Senate. However, the House then refused to support the Senate’s 
amendments due to protests from sex workers, who were concerned that 
protecting the lives of trafficking victims might interfere with their ability to 
illegally sell sex. The measure therefore will not become law this year. 

MEET THIS YEAR’S 4TH LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICT SENATE TEAM

From Left to Right: Intern Felicia Hebner, Session Aide Nick Nehring, 
and Legislative Assistant Janet Voye. 

If you visited Olympia while the Legislature was in session this year, you 
may have had the opportunity to meet our dedicated 4th District Senate 
team. This year my legislative assistant Janet Voye was joined by session 
aide Nick Nehring, and session intern Felicia Hebner.

Janet was part of the team when I was first elected as a representative, 
from 1981-1984, and joined my Senate staff in 2017. She lives in Spokane 
and runs the district office in Spokane Valley during the “interim” between 
legislative sessions.

Nick, a graduate of Grand Canyon University, is from Marysville 
(Snohomish County), where his dad is mayor. Nick has always had a pas-
sion for public policy and was a member of Turning Point USA (the largest 
and fastest-growing conservative youth organization in America) while in 
high school and college. 

Felicia is a senior at Eastern Washington University, majoring in politi-
cal science with an emphasis in pre-law. She will graduate this upcoming 
spring and is applying to Gonzaga Law School. 

I was pleased to have such a hardworking and talented staff working with 
me in Olympia and helping me to better serve as your state senator. 
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STANDING WITH 
PARENTS

When it comes to the Sex Ed for 
Kindergartners bill, families across 
Washington could not be any clearer: You 
don’t want Olympia dictating a sex-educa-
tion curriculum for young kids that 
includes graphic, non-age-appropriate 
material that runs counter to our commu-
nities’ values. Lawmakers were inundated 
with calls and emails, and thousands of 
concerned parents gathered on the Capitol 
steps to voice their outrage. 

Republicans in the House and Senate have 
heard you, and we have been using every 
tool at our disposal to stand with you and 
fight this horrendous bill. 

Unfortunately, the majority refused to lis-
ten to the people, and the bill was passed 
and signed by the governor.

RECORD YEAR FOR PADDEN PAGES!

Senator Mike Padden’s 
SENATE PAGE CLASS OF 2020SENATE PAGE CLASS OF 2020

1/13: Max Molgard
Mt. Spokane HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

2/3: Jonathan Trudel
Homeschool • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

2/17: MaKensie Jones
Riverside HS • Grade 11

Sponsored by Lt. Gov. Habib & Sen. Short

3/2: Janaya Elkins
University HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Senate Republican Caucus

1/20: Sofia Vigil
St. Michael’s School • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

2/3: Chloe Noller
NW Christian • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Warnick

2/24: Zachary Zarecor
Selkirk Middle School • Grade 8

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

3/2: Karissa Broderson
University HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Holy

1/27: Madison Bradley
Mt. Spokane HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

2/3: Jorja (Jia) Albert
University HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Holy

2/24: Jessica Zarecor
Central Valley HS • Grade 11

Sponsored by Rep. McCaslin

3/2: Sarah Weaver 
University HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Holy

2/3: GraceAnn Trudel
Homeschool • Grade 8

Sponsored by Sen. Padden

2/3: Sophia Maynard
William Winlock HS • Grade 9
Sponsored by Senate Republican Caucus

2/24: Lucy Siebert
Greenacres MS • Grade 8

Sponsored by Senate Republican Caucus

3/9: Kristin Sholberg 
Tahoma  HS • Grade 10

Sponsored by Sen. Mullet

This year our office made a concerted effort to get more young people from our district selected as pages for the Senate. Our success 
was evident from the record 16 pages who came to serve during the nine-week session. They all did a wonderful job and we were 
proud to have them represent our area!
Our page program is a great opportunity for students to learn about government firsthand. During the 2020 Session, I was able to 
sponsor most of the 16 pages positions directly, but we were also able to arrange additional slots through the offices of Sens. Shelly 
Short, Jeff Holy, Judy Warnick, and Mark Mullet, Rep. Bob McCaslin, the Senate Republican Caucus, and Lt. Gov. Cyrus Habib.
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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
Many of you may be worried about coronavirus and have questions about what you can do  
to protect yourself and your family. Well, first off, there is no reason to buy a 5-year supply  
of toilet paper.

For the most part, it comes down to good hygiene practices. Remember, the best practices 
to prevent the spread of coronavirus start with:

• Wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds.

• Social distancing — avoid gatherings of 10 or more people and keep a distance of 6 
feet from other folks.

• Stay home, especially if you are over 65.

• Cover your coughs and sneezes with an elbow, sleeve or tissue.

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.

The state has created a website to provide the latest information and resources on coronavirus (COVID-19) — https://coronavirus.wa.gov.  
This site provides links to official information from a wide range of trusted sources, including government and community services.

For information on business relief related to the coronavirus, you can visit: https://dor.wa.gov/aboutbusiness-relief-during-covid-19-pandemic. 


